FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

CONTACT:  

Sid Fleisher - 518-435-5704

On Saturday, October 2, 2010, beginning at 10AM, the community and all other interested people will apply paint to a 10’ x 75’ “paint by number” mural.  Saturday’s event will include food and entertainment provided by the tenant association of the Taylor Apartments. 

The Taylor Apartment’s Tenant Association in Troy, along with the Alley Action Project (http://www.troyalleyaction.org) and the support of Troy Housing Authority is reclaiming the wall at the basketball court under the Congress Street Bridge.  A mural painted by residents ten years ago, had become obscured by graffiti, and the residents of the Taylor community contacted the Alley Action Project for assistance in producing a new mural.  The wall supports the bridge above and is a busy pathway between the buildings of the Taylor housing complex.  The court is also an important recreation area for teens.  Lack of adequate lighting under the bridge has made the wall an easy target.  Alley Action hopes to work with DOT to get the lighting repaired so the space will be safer and the mural can be a highlighted at night.

The Alley Action Project secured a grant through the Arts Center of the Capital Region in Troy, from the New York State Council on the Arts, to commission artists to work with neighborhood groups to develop Public Art. 

The Taylor mural is primarily the artwork of Marcus Kwame Anderson, (http://www.marcuskwame.com/) a local artist.  Marcus’s work has been seen throughout the region and beyond.  Currently one of his signature portraits, the Blue Lady, is featured on the Proctor’s Theater street display, 4th Street, in Troy.  Architect and Muralist Barbara Nelson has been coordinating the project and working closely with the artist to create a painting that will be inspirational for the community.  Barbara has done several notable murals on walls in Troy, Tosca Mural at the corner of Broadway and Franklin Street Alley, and the wall on the Flavor’s Coffee Shop on 4th Street. 

